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There are in Englifh often long train, of words allied by their 
meaning and derivation * as, be. J, a bat * bettsan* a battle* a beetle* 
a battlc-dofir, £$ better* butter, a kind of glutinous compoGtion for 
food. All theft are of hmil.tr fignification, and perhaps derived from 
the Latin bmu&. i hus take* touch* fickle* tad* ta* Id* all imply a 
local conjunction, Bom the Latin tango* tend* taaum. 

From tr. vo ^re formed tv. a in* frwht* twenty* tw five* Putins* twine* 
tw.ji* swirl* twig* twitch* tnmngt t between* betwixt* twilight* tevibtL 

The following remarks, extracted from Wallis, are ingenious, but 
of more fubtlcty than fbiidity, and fudi as perhaps might m every 
language be enlarged without end. 

Sri ufttally implies the mfe* and what relates to it. From the I a 
tin najus are derived the French ms and the Engl sib y , and n/fi* 

a promontory, as projecting like a note But as if from the como- 
nants ns taken from nidus. and tftnfpofed, that they n y the better 
correipond, jh denotes najus ; and thence are den v c d many words 
that relate to the nofe, as finout, jnteze, fmn , /not t* /near# j nicker* 
/not, Jk&vtl* finite * fiwj\ jnuflr* (nerd* park, finudge. 

There is another/*, which may peril • ps be derived from the Latin 
finm* as jttake, finmk* fnml* jmn ; fo like wife jfi p and /natch* (nib* 
(nub 

Jl! in - , plies a hi aft ; ns. blew* hlaft* to btaft* to Mi git* and, meta- 
p h oi i call v . to h (a, t ones re p u ca non; b feat , h if ak , a b dak p l ac e , to 
look bleak of weather-beaten, bleak* b av, idea. / i file , blurt* bltjler * 
blah* bladder* bleb* biijhr. l bibber dp t* Ibbler-ti n t* Mated* blttr- 
herr. Haft* blaze* to l dm:* that is, biftom* bbm , and perhaps 
bhod and bbj/j. 

In the native words of our tongue is to b? f>und a great agree- 
ment between the letters and the thing ligniiiecl ; and therefore the 
foniids of letters fmalkr, fharper, louder, c taler, fofter, ftronger, 
dearer, more obfeure. and more ftndulous, do very oiteti intimate 
the like effects in the things fignifiod. 

fhns words that begin with fir intimate the force and efFeft of 
the thing fignified T as if probably derived from rpwviM* or ftrcum ; 
&•* Jtreng, ftrutgth* ftrew* ftriht* ftreaie* /Iraki* j * fie. fir* -ze* fin ft* 
fh-uggk* firouty ttrut* jheted* JJruit, ft rid* freight* ih.it r, narrow, 
ditirain* Jlrcjs* tiiftre.fi* ft ring* ft rap* ft real., J. reamer* ft rand* ft rip* 

ft ray* druggie, /[range, Or die* j! raddle 

St in like manner implies ftrength, but in a lefs degree, fo much 
ordy as is ftiffidenc to preferve what has been already commimi- 
c ited, rather than acquire any new degree ; as if it were den red 
from the Latin fto : for example, j* and, jtay* that is., to remain, or to 
prop ; ft, (iff* ft y t that is, to oppofe ; ft op, to it iff* it fie* to stay, that 
is, to [iop; a.jlety* that is, an obftade ; stub, stut* stutter* stammer, 
stagger, stickle* stick, stake, a fliarp pale, and any thing deposited 
ac play; stock, stem, sting f to sting* stink, stitch, stanchion, 

stab* stubble * to stub up, stump* tv he nee stumble* stalk , to stalk, step* 
to stamp with the feet, whence to stamp, that is, to make an impreffion 
and a ftamp ; stow* to jhw* to brfinw* steward or s toward* stead, 
st eady* stead f aft* stable* a stable* a stud, to stall* steal, stall, still* stall* 
stallage* stall* stage* slid adj. nnd stilt ady. stale* stout * sturdy* steed* 
'■teat* it edit on, stiff* stark -dead* to starve with hunger or cold ; stem* 
u eel* stern, stanch, to stanch blood, t-s stare* steep, steeple, stair* stan- 
dard, a ft a ted meaftire, stately. In all thefe, and perhaps fome Others, 

; denotes ibmcthirg firm and fixed, 

J hr implies a more violent degree of motion, as throe , thrift , 
t rang* throb, through* threat* threaten* thrall, throws* 

U r imply lome lore of obliquity or diiloraon, as wy, to wreathe* 
wrrft* nxsrefile* wring* wrong* wrirrh, wrench* wrangle, wrinkle* 
wrath* wreak* nvraik* nor etch* nxsrift, wrap, 

imply a hlent agnation, or a lufter kind of later d motion ; as 
ft tiy, ftv.ag* to ftwety* jw agger, (wave* filvcot, /weep, jzvj'* ftv.m, 
Jutag. j wt/t, Jhveet, (witch* j*v.wgc m 

Nor is there much difference of fm in fmoule* /mug, fmiU\ /mirk, 
fi ste* v. hie h figmfi.s the fame as to ftrike* hut h a i Her wor d; jmdl t 
Jmell* /mack* j mot Mr. /mart, a /mart blow properly hgrnhes fuch a kmd 
of (Iroke as wit > an originally flent motion implied in fm, proceeds 
to a quick violence, denoted by at- fuddenly ended, a& is fhewn 
bv t. 



'|V 


a (lujitr 


implies a kind of diffipation or expanfion, cfpeclally a a nick 
f ine, partiuikirly if tlicre be an r, as if it were from /pm m or dparo : 
for example, Jp cad. Jprmg* /prig* Jp*&t, /prink fi* fpht, (pliatc r, jpdl* 
/pit , (putter, (patter 

SI deiiotet a kind ol blent fall, or a leL obferv r abIe motion ; as in 
Jlime* fink* ftipy ft i ppm * fty , ftcigbt* jit , ftow y Jack* jhgbt* filing, 

^ And to- like wife c*ft\ ill craft?* rafih* ga/h* ftaft?* dajb , la/h* ftajh, 
fh/h* £ ra/b* indicate!; fame thing ailing more nimb ! y and fharply. 
IkiC lifts, m crujb, rn/h * g ujh, fiujb* blujh * brujh* hujk , pv/h* implies 
fornething as acting more obtuUy and dully, Vet in both there is 
indicated a iwift ami fudden motion, not inftantancous, but gradual, 
by the continued found jh. 

Thps fi fing, filing, ding, fifing* cling* Jing, wring* filing, the ting- 
ling of tsie termination ng, and the lhaipaefs of the vowel t> imply 
tlw continuation ol a very Bender motion or tremor, at length indeed 
vanishing, but not tuddenly interrupted. But iti twk, wink, fink* 
dud:, dhivf, tbh.k* that end iu a mute c- mo runt, there is alio indi- 
cated a Hidden ending* 

If there be in 4 a < in jingle* tingle, t inkit* mingle, fprhskh* 
twinkle* there is implied a frequency, Q r > iteration of final l ads* And 
the fame frequency ol arts, but lefs fn b tile by realbn of the clearer 

mangle, wrangle, 
tumble* ftumBle, 

... , s the dole // implies 

iomething obfcui v or obuiuded * and a coii(Tefig^ of confonants mbL 

4 Jh 


tne iame irequency or acts, out ids la blue by rente 
vowel a, t indicated in j angle* tangle* tfan«ie, i 
if angle* dangle ; as alfo in mumble* grumble, pmbh* 
tumble* nimble, fumble. But at the t ime time the 


denotes a confufed kind of rolling or tumbling. r.s fi 
(c amble* fir amble* wamfk* enable ; but in theft; there :s fomethimi 


/ 

acute. 


n^ethiug 

In nimble, the ^ utenefs of the vowel denotes celerity. In fp^rkfi 
fp denotes diftjpati n, a* an acute crackling, k a iuddeh interrepr! ^ 
l a frequent iteration . md in like mannei in jpnnrk* unleb ?w 
imply the fubtihey of the difiipated guttulcs. I hick a nd thin differ 
in that the former ends with an obtafe cor/oiiant, and the ]ai C r 
with an acute. 

Jn like manner, in fqueck* jqueak, fqttteil* /wall brml*mrml, xaul 
fpaul, ft reek, Jhreek , fibril* jharp , Jhriwd* wrinkle, crack, craft, ft/fi 
gnajh* f lofts* crujb * huft * hifte* fife* whift* /fit, ftrr* hnrj v 
whit /, bu-z, bufsle* fpitidk* dwindle* twine, twfi, and in many more* 
we may obferve the agreement of fuch fort of founds with the tfunob 
figniikd : and tl is fo frequently happens, that fcarce am l in^nape 
w hich I know can be compared with ours. So that one mono* 
fy liable word, of which kind are almolt sC I ours, emphatically 
e\pr dies what in other languages can fcifrcc be explained but by 
compounds* or decompounds, or fomedmes a tedious ciieumlo* 
cution, 

W T e have many words borrowed from the Latin ; but 
the greateft part ol them were communicated by the 
intervention of the French ; as grace, face, degas#/ ele- 
gance , rejemble. 

Some verbs, which feem borrowed from the Latin 
are formed from the prefent ten if, and fome from the 
fvipines. 

From the prefen t are formed fpend, expend, expendo 
conduce , conduco de/pife , defpicio ; approve, approbo ■ 
conceive, concipio. 

From the lupine's, fupplicatc , fuppJico ; 
demonftro ; difpofe , dtfpono ; expeswte, expatior"; 
prefs, fupp rlmo \ exempt* eximo. 

Nothing is more apparent, th in that Wfilf go too far \n out'} 
of originals, iVJany of thefu which Ideated as ini mediate* de. 
fcuidvnts from the Latin, arc apparently Lxerwh, us cmewe* m. reve, 
exf ye* exempt. 

Some words purely French, not derived from the 
Latin, we have transferred into our lar.Euins?v ; 4 -.., ?*,. 
den, garter , buckler , to advance, to cry, to plead, from the 
French jardhi, jar tier, handler , avanr\ oyer, pf aider •* 
though indeed, even of thefe, part is oi Latin oi igina], ’ 

As to many words which wc have in common with the German*. 
Jt is doubt i ul whether the old 1 cuton borroi". c.tl them from the 1 I 2 - 
tms, or the Latins from the l emons, or both had them fumi fome 
common original; us, w , vimitn ; wine, ventus ; vent* vetii 
w ^» ri a ; wall, vallum; wallow, Volvo ; wed, vcllyv ; will, Vt.hi 
vermis ; wsrth* vircus ; waft* v^fpa ; dm* dies ; dm w* ti-aho J 
tame, 3b 110, Stepdw ; yske* jitgnm, thoy ^ ; ever* Vpttr, jyi , 

lam, iifti; break, mngn s gy, vo!o ; // , I,.. { ,, u ], c u0 

doubt but the Teutonic!? is inoie ancient than tire Latin : . iVi it is 
no lefs certain, that the L,atjn, which borrowed a threat number ni" 
wortN, not only from the Greek, efpeaaliy the /Loliclt. but from 
Other Neighbouring languages, as the Ofcati and others, which hive 
Ion^r become obfnicre, received not a few in m the 1 entonicit. i, is 
teiiarn, that the t.nglr lb, German, and other I cutonick lanruaocs, 
retained fome derived fom the Greek, which the Latin has no: ■’ as 
pstn, ffad, ax, aci.’f, j ! .. 1 d. daughter, tstittr, frtth’t, ww.!, 

ruy, /cur, grave, grajf, n grave, ts /crape, vUole. ifi (him 

' ■■ ■■'• , fttyriv 7 ^ ytdpu, 

s.Jj.j bince they received thele immediately from the Greeks, with- 
out the intervention oi the Latin language, why may not other 
stords be derived immediately from the lame fountain, thouah they 
be Iikcvvilw found among theXulins, 

Our anccftors were iltidiocis to form borrow'cd word*, 
however long, into monofyllables 5 and not dnlv cut 
off the formative terminations, but cropped the firlt fy I - 
lable, efpecially in words beginning with a vowel ; and 
rejeaed not^oniy vowels in the middle, but Iikewife 
confonants of a weaker found, retaining the ftmnger, 
which, leem tne bones ol svords, or changing them for 
others of the fame organ, in order that the found might 
become the fofrer*, but efpecially tranfpollng their order, 
that they might the more readily be pronounced with 
out the intermediate vowels. F or example, in expendo, 
Jpt/id ; cxempltim, /ample , excipio, fcope ; c x trancus , 
/range-, extraftum, /retch'd excrucio, to /crew ; ex- 
fcorio, to fcour ; excono, to fccurge ; excortico, to 
fer dtch ; and others beginning with ex : as ajfo, emeu- 
do, to wend ; epifeopus, bijhop ; in Dan Hit Bifp \ epi- 

uola, pi/le-, hoipitale, /pit tie Hil’pania, Spain-, liilio- 

ria, /oiy. 

m (liken ° r thefe Ct J' moIo ^ es are doubtful, and fome evidently 


T he following are fooiewtut harder, Alexander $ m Je< 
Betty ■* ap;r. bee * ap€f* Mr * y palling icto 1 , 


nr fib r. 


iti hfibop , and by 
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for M. fro™ ?#„. o- porbap- - “"5 *« ** 

than any other f« ke T"Lonkus levetlTronofyllables, compounded 

j&cvsxst: aa 

the fi unification of more w ords than one 


compriii^g 


as. from 

of .b, n* I'r.y ”‘i L com j#»» > ft ?"> 

; MW* 'tJJ JoVle/rolfc ard force ; b»" J J*"- 

/“«•’ EiTiiCr 0fT‘^ f<™tficr*bk, Mi Sc obfeu™ «. fornething between ^ and U s 

prate, reflormg l ™ . * t0[J . t0S attonitus. stor.nd-, Ho- }>, fi 1 , it int i m ate; a trequent iteration and node, 

exculpO, Jto«p i extenuus, , . . 0t fte p . audere, dare ca- by rrt tin ^ d ^ w hy.«»ns /tatter, on account ot the fliarper 

ii t: j-'f-’LL" : Ottinoo, Jinea . • for 


machos, maws fif ‘uatu, ‘warning ; for 

vcrc. ware, ' vherCi ' '! f Drm cr]y founded like our -a, and the nio- 
the Latin it confonant iomic thM o{ the letter/, that 

dern found of thc^co" ^ had found of P) ai ,d the mo- 

js, the ^lickdignmma. ^ ^ flf the Greek ? or ph, ulcus. 

dern found ol he * nce far*, for row, forronvjul i mgemum, t«- 

ulcere, utttr. . unlefs you would rather derive it from 

ansir pro ‘ 


g hit* g ri 


rStf* a ictfi ; caculltts, a'c&usl. 

jeflum, t’j ! y • ; fomewhat harder ; from tempore, turn ■, from 

■Lhere are lymeopes fowewt.^ ^ tJje Ffench hmw> f 

r™‘Tnmme Vormitta, nomine. Thus pagina, page j *&**«. M \ 
from bomine. ^ — uSj (an . Kntorlum , tent -, precor, pray , pr«U. 

FJrTfpecfn*. fpeculor, 1*“^^ ™g ko > ^ ; rc P llC °* 


&\ ihe number of the fyl- 

t A’-!£talS3f£ SC *dh fpintus. m/l debuum,^ 

Sw J dt; comes, comitis, count dfoms / i yams, 
t ftu acquieto, re acquit -, leparo, ffati ftab.I.s, ttM- t 
gdum. \tabU \ pallacium, pJatt place , tabula, rati, rend, wrad, 

lr awl, file, fifi of a foftcr found, or even a 

v h A u‘f|d1abfo" rotund us, round-, fragilis, fret l ; lecuru,. /■ re j re- 
i ‘ V - I . , /,• i fobtilis , pthtle ■, nomen, »««» ; decauu*, arti-y 

S^aS^*saSS^->». • trjpx 

fS^JCixn\»n — «rf. *■ ”’S n " ! - *f.‘ ******* 

fi 0 ‘ I m „ . tinflum, * taint : pingo, famt : pr .vdan, reac b 

The contr'attions may feem harder, where many of them meet, • 

. church i pie Iky ter, (nest; iacnlUnas. fixton * 

M'T.i i,£U ftt». fiy *f( /.‘ k “ «« d J* 

/ * d ’ .- into cb, which ate letters near-a-kin ; fngefco y . text , 
f uffVco-V'A ft into Jh, as above in bijhop, fja. fom ><a;' fluff, 

I f and refdkfco, refrefb j but virefco Jrcfh , phlebotomus./rom ; 

(er/i ^vitulwa, veal; lcutifer, Jqu,n % pirn.tentu, pounce ; 
Gndtu^rimn ftmttuan, /entry ; quaCtio, <ba/e ; pcrquihtio, purttaft ■; 
an* u ill a tei I infola.'£/?G lie, i/taud. liana ' ; iniuletta, i/ct, t,(t ; cygvt 

and more contrafledly ry, whence Ofity, Ruby, Ely 
(car. namelv. bv rejecting from the beginning and end > «nd o, -c 
cording to the dfoal manner, the remainder xamtn, whic/i rhebaxoiw, 
w ho did not uie x. writ efamen, or Jcan.cn is contracted mto Jean ; 
as from domimis, don ; nomine, noun ; abom.no, ban ; and indeed 
,t um cxetn.cn they turned into (name-, for which we fay fwau»t. by 
mferting r to denote the murmuring i theiaurus, i tore ; fodi.e, 
trrit, mot i fade. Sweat i gaudium, gay i jocus.w? foccus, 
)u icc . catena, chain ; caliga, calga ; chaule, chaufle Fr hojc ; ex- 
tinvuo, stanch, (quench, quench, stmt : loras, fi>th ; fpecies, fpicc , 

reci’to read i adjuvo, cud-, *U>u *vum, av, age, aver; lloccu s, lock; 
exec r po. /, rape, !• rabble, /crawl i extravigus, otray, straggle; col- 
lectum, cht, clutch ; colligo, coll ; recolhgo. rc:od ; fovero, /wear; 
fti idulus, fh r ill ; pro F u rata r , prex . ; p a 1 1 o , to puft ; c : 1 1 am u * , a qm l ( \ 
tmpecere so impeach ; acgco, auxi, war . and nantfco. vanui, wum ; 
iv.labare, to Jfelft puteus, fit* granum, corn ; compnmo, cramp* 

trump* crumple* crinkle. . _ . , - , n 

Sdmc 1 . v teem briber, yet may not be rejefled. for it at leall 

sippears. lome of them are derived Loni proper names, .aid 
there aru others whole etymology is acknowledged by every body; 
as Alexander* £ v (\ Satmier* Sander* Sandy* canny » Kli/a- 
bJrh’ E-vct'-TK bttlK Betty* Bfis ; Margarets, Margaret* Mar. 
p ft* A ( W, Peg\ Maria. Mary. ~MaL Pal, Malkin* Mawkin. Mawka 5 
MattL js. Matt ha* M&tthrw ; Martha, Mutt . Pat ; Oulielmus* 
i ; ; Jia : J G 1 rob mo * ii us Ih 1 u m e * ll V Hi a m , * I 'til* Bi ll * Jf f i Ihn* It 7 c - 

kcff. Width Weeks. , 

Thus cariophvftps, fi n ; gerofllo. h.\\, ginflec, gibfeu, Fr. gilli- 
flcwcr* which the vulgar coll julyftower* as if derived from ti»e 
month ftjy; petfolelfmim, farjly ; portulaca, p ttrftdm ; cydonium, 
ciiiifuf* "cydoniatum, fiiddeny ; pcrfictun, peach * eruca, crukt* whidi 
they corrupt to car-wig, as if it took its name from the car ; rui n u < u s 
ycmirxis, a pmnfai or gimbal ring ; 2 nd thus the w ord gimbat and 
ju vilfi i transferred to other things thus interwoven ; quelques 
chafes, k/kfircrivs. Since the origin ol thefe, and many otl.ers, 
however forced, is evident, it ought to appear no wonder to any 
one if the ancients have thus disfigured many, especially as they fo 
much affected monofyllables; and, to make them found the foftcr, 
took this liberty of maiming, taking away* changing, tranlpofing, 
and. foftening tSiem* 

But while we derive thefe from the Latin, I do not mean to lay, 
that many of them did not immediately come to m from the Saxon, 
Danish, Dutch, and Tcutonidc languages, and ocher dialects* and 
fome tiku i more lately from the French or Italians, or Spaniards* 

’I he fame \void t according to its different lignifications, often has 
% different Origin > a i, to Mar n burden* from fens ; but to bsur, whence 
In th* l n .< , ba. rji , comes from part a ; and a bear, at kail if it be of 
Latin original, from /era \ bus fi>ch* a fifh, from ptrea \ l uc 
perch* a meafure, from pertica* and like Wife to perch, do /pelt is 
from fyllata • but iped, an inehintment, by which it is believed that 
the bound an es are fo fixed in lauds, that none can pals them agaitift 

■fKir* rn 1 • ill fl-j,lT1 -M c- V, jr ./a o finil ^r// f : O TT-I ^ . 


nr l - ,on « ““‘W'.i ."^S"rtOwr, on account of :Kc Oiarrct 
but obfcuraly in i< 

and dearer vowd a, in ^ th# termin ation 

thcl e ti 

«f ■Ug.l b'gor •*«, 

to which adding the termination mg, it become, ff>^. 
gmir /pr imports, its foarpnefs the termination ,»g, ; > 

f rut . , n d nc m ulous, ends in the mute confonant g. denotes th, 

foddun ending of any motion, that it is meant into ' 

wbatekr has In elaftick forte i as alfo a fountain of water, and 
thence the origin of anv thing ; and to faring, to germinate , an 
SSf one of the four foafons. From the fame/r and out, u formed 
Loll, and with the termination ig, /frig ; of which the following, 
'lor the molt part is the difference . /front, of a groiler found, un 
‘nom a fatrLr crofler bud;^. of a denser found, denotes a 
Waller fiioot. in like manner, from ttr of the verb j.r. .e, and cu., 
comes strout ami strut From the fame str, and the termination 
ui-fflr is made ttrueg-t ; aud this gl imports, but without . my great 
nolle, bv reafon of the obfeore found of the vowe. « fiUws roa 
ner. from throw and roll i* made trull; and almoft in the fame i n e 
1 tntndlt, from throw or for, st, and rundte. i hus graft Oi gmugb .» 
compounded of grave and sough ; and trudge from treat or trot, and 


drudge. 


In thefe observations it is eafy to difeover great faga- 
city and great extravagance, an ability to do much de- 
feated by the defire oi doing more than enough. ^ It 

may be remarked, , 

1. That Wallis’s derivations are often fo maue, that 

by the fame licence any language may oe deduced hum 
any other. 

2. That he makes no diftinftion between words imme- 
diately derived by us from the Latin, and thefe which 
being copied from other languages, can thereto* e a.Uid. 
no example of the genius oi the English language, or 
its Jaws of derivation. 

3. That he derives from the Latin, often with great 
harfhnefs and violence, words apparently Teutonick y 
and therefore, according to his own declaration, pro- 
bably older than the tongue to which he refers them. 

4. That fome of his derivations are apparently erro- 
neous. 

SYNTAX. 

The cl bib Hiked practice of grammarians requires that I IhouU here 
treat of ihe Syntax ; but our language has fo iiuk inflection, or va- 
riety of terminations* that its conllrutlioa neither requires nor ad- 
mits many rules, Wallis therefore has totally omitted it; and John- 
foil, whole defire of following the writers upon the learned languages 
made him think a iyntax indifgenfably neceflary, has publilhed lack 
petty ob&rvations a, were better omitted. 

The verb, as in other languages, agrees with the no- 
minative in number and perfon ; as, ^Tbcu ftieft from 
good ; He rims to death , 

Our adjectives and pronouns are invariable* 

Of two fubftantives The noun pofleflive is the geni- 
tive ; as, His father *s glory ; *T Be fun's heat . 

Verbs tranfitive require an oblique cafe; as, He loves 
me ; You fear him . 

All prepolitions require an oblique cafe : He gave this 
to 71 1 e ; He took this from me ; He fays this of me ; He 
oatne with me * 

PROSODY. 


Tt Is common for thofc that deliver the grammar of modern lan- 
guages. to omit their Frtifpdy. v o that of the Italians is neglecled 
by Ihicmnttti ; that of the French by Dtfmarau * and that of the 
Etiglifh by IJ'aUis* Ccopa\ and even by John fan though a pact. But 
as the laws of metre are included in the idea of a grammar, I have 
thought it proper to infert them, 

Frc/ody comprifes orlhocphy, or the rules of pronuncia- 
tion ; and orihometry , or the laws ot verfification. 

PtLOMlTM- 
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